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MESSAGE FROM THE FOUNDER AND HOST

Welcome to the 29th Annual SUNSHINE Awards Program. Tonight we dedicate this program to Dr.
Hollis “Chalkdust” Liverpool for his 52 years of contribution to the performing arts, education and
humanity. I welcome you to share this very special evening with us and the talented nominees of the
2017 SUNSHINE Awards.

In celebrating the rich and diverse culture of the various regions, we also strengthen the bond of
friendship and harmony throughout our world. We recognize the cultural ties, sometimes through
heritage, even though there are differences in the various customs and art forms.

The support of our communities and sponsors has enabled the SUNSHINE Awards Organization to
move forward with its vision. I express my thanks and appreciation for their support. To our host
and co-host, our families, and the SUNSHINE Awards team, I offer my thanks and appreciation for
their hard work over the years. I also congratulate all the men and women whose talent we have
come to honor and celebrate tonight at this very special and unique event.

Let us continue to do all we can with our God-given talents to make our world a better place.

Sincerely,

Gilman T. Figaro, Sr.
Chairman/Founder

United Airlines is proud to sponsor the 29th SUNSHINE Awards in New York City 

“As a global airline operating some 4,500 flights a day to 337 airports to 55 countries, we applaud the SUNSHINE
Awards’ mission to recognize excellence in the performing arts, education, science and sports of people of
Caribbean, South American, Central American and African heritage”.

Millie Uriarte
Director, Latin America Onshore & Caribbean Sales

United Airlines flies to 29 countries in Latin America, including 22 airports in the
Caribbean, 10 cities in Central America, 8 cities in South America and 24 in Mexico.
This fall, United will launch new year-round daily, nonstop service between New
York/Newark and Buenos Aires, Argentina, starting October 28 (subject to govern-
ment approval). With these new flights, United will offer more flights from the New
York area to South America than any other U.S. carrier. United has grown its route
network from Newark, and now serves more domestic and international destinations
from the New York area than any other carrier.

Every day we are reminded of the beauty of the landscapes, the creativity of the people and the richness of culture
throughout the regions. For eight consecutive years, United has sponsored the SUNSHINE Awards, demonstrating
the airline’s commitment to the preservation and celebration of cultural heritage and the art forms.
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Presenters

Millie Uriarte ..............................................................................United Airlines Director, Latin America Onshore & Caribbean Sales

Juan Pablo Francos ............................................................................................United Airlines, Sales Manager, International Sales

Don Bobb ................................................................................................................................................................Radio Personality

Ricky Lord ..................................................................................................................CEO, All Star Motors and Essex County Towing

Dr. Harold Robertson ........................................................................Former Consul General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago

Lynette Huggins .............................................................................................................................. CEO National Staffing Associates

Stephen Charles ......................................................................................................................................CEO of Trini Breakfast Shed 

Gianna Figaro-Sterling

Nikki Crosby (Co-Host) Errol Fabien (Co-Host)
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Elio Villafranca - Cuba

Steinway Artist, pianist and composer Elio Villafranca was born in San Luis, Pinar del Rio, Cuba. Since his arrival
in the U.S. in mid-1995, he has been at the forefront of the latest generation of remarkable pianists, composers and
bandleaders, recording extensively as a band leader and collaborating in many different projects. In 2010, he 
received a Grammy Nomination in the Best Latin Jazz Album of the Year category, and in 2008 he was nomination
by Jazz Corner as pianist of the year. In 2014 Mr. Villafranca was recipient of the first Jazz at Lincoln Center 
Millennium Swing Award.

Adriano Santos - Brazil 

Adriano Santos is at the epicenter of New York’s contemporary Brazilian drummers. His playing style is typified
by a natural clarity, swing and deep-seated groove in the tradition of Airto Moreira and Milton Banana. In 2010,
he received three nominations in various categories for the Latin Jazz Corner Best of 2010 Awards. He also shares
his knowledge about Brazilian music teaching at Columbia University, New York University, and for the past fifteen
years at the renowned Drummers Collective Music School in NYC.

Charles Dougherty - Jamaica

An arranger, songwriter and producer who recorded and toured with some of the world’s most talented performing
artists including Stevie Wonder, Monty Alexander, Melba Moore, Jonathan Butler, Paul Simon, the Mighty Sparrow
and Byron Lee. He arranged and co-wrote with Barry Eastmond the award-winning documentary about the late
presidential candidate Shirley Chisholm.  He also wrote the song entitled “The Girl of My Dreams” for two-time
Grammy nominee Jonathan Butler. 

Dr. Eugene Novotney - United States

As a percussionist and composer, Dr. Eugene Novotney has performed and presented lectures and master classes
in North America, South America, the Caribbean, Europe, Asia, and Africa. He is recognized internationally as a
composer of contemporary percussion music, and his compositions are widely performed as standards of the 
literature. He is currently a Professor of Music and Director of Percussion Studies at California State University-
Humboldt, and is the founder and coordinator of the ‘Percussion in World Music’ program for the California State
University Summer Arts Program. 

g

The Nominees 
Recipients for the 29th Annual SUNSHINE Awards

S

S

S

SUNSHINE 2017 JOURNAL_v8_SUNSHINE'17 -  10/25/17  9:14 PM  Page 7



Pooja Narang  - Canada / India

Born and raised in Toronto, Canada, Pooja began her dance journey from the age of 4. She studied the classical
forms of Bharatanatyam, Kathak and Odissi dance as well as the traditional and acrobatic form of Bhangra in the
villages of Punjab, India. She founded the Pooja's Dance Company in 2006. Her choreography has appeared in
several major motion pictures, including Bollywood Blockbusters and HOLLYWOOD FILMS,  “THE ACCIDEN-
TAL HUSBAND” & “THE GOLD BRACELET.” 

Miguel del Aguila - Uruguay

Three-time Grammy nominated American composer born 1957 in Montevideo, Uruguay. In more than 115 works
that couple drama and driving rhythm with nostalgic nods to his South American roots, he has established himself
among the most distinctive and highly regarded composers of his generation.  His music has been performed world-
wide by over 96 orchestras, by thousands of ensembles and soloists, and recorded on 34 CDs 

Dr Hollis “Chalkdust” Liverpool - Trinidad & Tobago

Dr. Hollis Urban Liverpool better known as the Mighty Chalkdust or Chalkie was educated at Patience Hill R. C.
and Nelson Street Boys’ R.C. primary schools, St. Mary’s College, the Government Training College for teachers
(GTC), the University of the West Indies, St. Augustine and the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, Michigan,
U.S.A. He holds a Trained Teacher’s Certificate, a Post-Graduate Diploma in Education, a B.A. in History and 
Sociology, an M.A. in World History, an M.A. in African History, a Certificate in Philosophy and a Ph.D. in History
and Ethnomusicology. He is currently a Senior Academic Fellow with the University of Trinidad and Tobago 
Academy for Arts, Letters, Culture and Public Affairs. Dr. Liverpool has written a multiplicity of papers and several
books, including his masterpiece: Rituals of Power and Rebellion. He performed the art of calypso for over 52
years and won the Trinidad and Tobago Calypso Monarch competition nine (9) times. 

Sandra Andria DesVignes-Millington  - Trinidad & Tobago

Sandra, affectionately known as Singing Sandra, is no stranger around the world to the performing arts stage. She
has been making her contribution to the performing arts and humanity since 1984. Her very unique style combined
with her poignant social commentaries often compels one to reflect on the realities of life. In 1987, she won the
Calypso Queen of the World Competition. In 1992, she won the Calypso Queen of the Universe Competition and
she won the Trinidad and Tobago Calypso Monarch in 1999 and 2003.
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Stephen Charles
CEO, Trini Breakfast Shed
Brooklyn, New York

Congratulations to Gil Figaro and the SUNSHINE Awards Team on the 29th Annual
SUNSHINE Awards Celebration. A remarkable accomplishment!

Trini Breakfast Shed of Brooklyn, New York is a proud sponsor of the SUNSHINE
Awards Program. A program that bridges the gap between cultures to create rela-
tionships that last a lifetime. A program that recognizes excellence and the power
of bonding friendship, tolerance and peace. In other words, the SUNSHINE Awards

Organization fills a mighty void in society.

I congratulate the nominees and recipients of the 2017 SUNSHINE Awards. Your celebration tonight underscores
the importance of education and the performing arts to our world. Keep soaring!!!

g

Lynette Huggins
President & CEO, 
National Staffing Associates, Inc.

National Staffing Associates, Inc. is proud to be a sponsor of the 29th Sunshine
Awards.  National Staffing Associates specializes in providing supplemental staffing
in diversified disciplines as well as home care services in the health care industry.
Our Company takes great pride in serving the people of our community by providing

them with excellent, reliable health care services.  

National Staffing Associates is an active supporter of cultural and artistic activities throughout The Caribbean-
American community. We are proud to align ourselves with organizations such as The Sunshine Award.  We thank
Gil Figaro and The Sunshine Awards for recognizing excellence in the performing arts and making a difference
in people’s lives throughout the Caribbean, South America, Central America and Africa.

Congratulations to all the Awards nominees and recipients and new inductees into the SUNSHINE Awards Hall
of Fame.
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Johnny Thomas
CEO
Re-upholstery and Restoration

Re-upholstery and Restoration is a proud sponsor of the 29th Annual SUNSHINE
Awards. 

Re-Upholstery & Restoration (formerly Upholstery Plus) has been providing high-
quality custom upholstery for residential and commercial customers for nearly 50

years. Our qualified Designers help you select the perfect fabric and our Master Upholsterers transform your old
furniture into something new.  We are the recipient of many awards including the 2012 Madison Chamber of 
Commerce “Extra Mile Award” for outstanding, above-and-beyond customer service, exceptional craftsmanship,
teamwork and community support.

We congratulate Gil Figaro and the SUNSHINE Awards team for bridging cultures around the world in the spirit
of friendship and harmony. We look forward to supporting the SUNSHINE Awards Program in the future.
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