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At
The

Center
Of

Caribbean
Culture

MESSAGE FROM THE FOUNDER AND HOST

Welcome to the 23rd Annual SUNSHINE Awards and thank you for your support over the
years.  I also thank our sponsors, Continental Airlines Inc., Alizé, National Staffing Associ-
ates, Inc. Atlantic Travel and Tours Bus Company and Trini Breakfast Shed for their support
and participation. 

Tonight, we continue to pay tribute to the unsung heroes of the various performing arts of
the Caribbean, South America, Central America and Africa.  We also celebrate the induction
of five more individuals into the SUNSHINE Awards Hall of Fame for their contribution to
our lives and society.  I take great pride in asking you to join me in this tribute.  The program
tonight is dedicated to the United Nations Declaration of 2011: The International Year of
African Descendants.

Sincerely,

Gilman T. Figaro, Sr.
Chairman/Founder

 
 

 
        

  
 

 
 

 
   

   
   

 
  

  

        

       
      

  

  
    

  
  

             
               

         

           Presenters

Honorable McChesney Emanuel ..........................................................................Consul General of Antigua and Barbuda

Honorable Derrick James........................................................Consul General of Grenada, Carriacou and Petit Marnique

Honorable Mohamed Khan ............................................................................................Acting Consul General of Guyana

Dr. Harold Robertson........................................................Former Consul General of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago

Grace Blake ......................................................................................Former Executive Director, New York Apollo Theatre

Don Bobb ..........................................................................................................................................United Nations Radio

Millie Uriarte ..............................................................Continental Airlines Inc, Director Latin America & Caribbean Sales 

Yves Joseph ..................................................................Performing Artist, Songwriter and Producer, Tabou Combo Band

Gianna Figaro-Sterling / Fred Lherisson / Roshan Briggs

Nikki Crosby (Co-Host) Errol Fabien (Co-Host) Dr. Hollis Chalkdust Liverpool

Host, Sunshine Awards Hall Of Fame
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Mungal Patasar of Trinidad and Tobago - will receive the SUNSHINE Award for his contribu-
tion to music and culture.  Patasar over the years has combined classical Indian music with the African
music traditions of Trinidad and Tobago and the wider Caribbean to produce what he calls the: Pantar
music.  

William Munro of Trinidad and Tobago - will receive the “Friend of the Arts” Award for his
contribution to the performing arts.  Munro with his over 30 years of promoting the performing arts is
often described as a cultural addict and a true friend of the calypso art form.  

Edward “Teddy” Pinheiro of Trinidad and Tobago - will receive the “Friend of the Arts”
Award for his in depth study and research of the various art forms.  Teddy is often described as the human
library where all the information about carnival and calypso can be obtained. 

Aubrey “Lacu” Samuel of Antigua - will receive the SUNSHINE Award for his 25 years of con-
tribution to steelband music. Lacu has arranged for many steelband orchestras including the National
Youth Pan Orchestra of Antigua, the Villa Point Primary School of Antigua and the Antigua Grammar
School.  In addition, he has worked with many steelband artists and arrangers from Trinidad and Tobago
including Boogsie Sharpe and Earl Brooks.

James Delia of the United States - will receive the SUNSHINE Award for his contribution to Hu-
manity and Haiti.  Delia, an attorney in New Jersey, and a member of the Y’s World Service Committee,
facilitates annually a week- long soccer camp with the children of the YMCA d ‘Haiti.  He is also an
active member of the United States State Department Youth Ambassador Program. This program focuses
on youth development in Haiti and sponsors teenagers to the United States to develop leadership skills.
Additionally, Jim leads a team of individuals and organizations with the specific purpose of helping
Haiti.  So far, this year, they have already collected and delivered 250,000 pairs of jeans and 12 shipping
containers with building materials to Haiti.

Sidiki Conde of Guinea, West Africa - will receive the SUNSHINE Awards for African Dance
and Humanity.  At the age of 14, Sidiki Conde lost the use of his legs as a result of polio. In his village
in Guinea, West Africa, disabled people commonly were banished from their homes as it was believed
that they would bring shame or bad luck upon their family, and so Sidiki was sent to his grandfather's
village deep in the forest.  Sidiki, rising to the challenges of disability, reconstructed the traditional steps
in order to use his hands instead of his feet.  Today he travels the world as a Guinean dancer and facilitates
workshops in public schools to help disabled children.

Winston Fleary of Carriacou -will receive the SUNSHINE Award for his fifty years of contribution
to Caribbean/African dance and culture.  Fleary and his group of dancers have performed for many di-
verse audiences around the world and he is credited for promoting the origin of dance to the African
drums.  Fleary is also considered an icon of the Grenadian Cultural Heritage Movement.  

The Nominees for the 23rd Annual 
SUNSHINE Awards are as follows:
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Rudy Bishop of Guyana -will receive the SUNSHINE Award for culture.  Bishop has been involved
in the steelband movement of Guyana since the early 1960s.  He is described by journalist, Ruel Johnson
as “a man of many talents”. Godfrey Chin described him as “an indefatigable hustler, entrepreneur, mis-
sionary, diplomat, conductor, a veritable Steelband Moses.” Bishop spends his life focusing on commu-
nity development.  He founded the Chronicle Symphony Orchestra which is comprised of teenagers and
young college students.  He takes great pride in channeling the youth of today to a path that leads to suc-
cess in whatever field they choose to specialize. Bishop’s community involvement further underscores
the importance of music to human development.  

Patrick Arnold of Trinidad and Tobago - has been involved in the steelband movement of
Trinidad and Tobago for over 30 years.  He was also the one time president of Pan Trinbago Inc., is a
non-profit organization incorporated in Trinidad and Tobago dedicated to the promotion and development
of the steelpan and panists worldwide. The organization has been recognized nationally and internation-
ally for its excellent work spanning several decades. 

Cyril Diaz (Deceased) of Trinidad and Tobag - a musician from the 1940s to the 1960s. Diaz
musical talent and playing style was very instrumental in enhancing the quality of recording productions.
He showed the world that calypso music was world class or on the same level with the more popular
forms of artistic compositions.  He is known for performing the most difficult and complicated musical
arrangements.

John “Buddy” Williams of Trinidad and Tobago - led a calypso band in the 1930s and 1940s.
As a bass player he enhanced the beautiful melodies of calypso and showed the world that calypso music
is world class.  Additionally, as a bandleader, many found solace and special moments of leisure as they
danced to his music in the dancehalls of Trinidad and Tobago.

Ortniel Bacchus (Tobago Crusoe) – of Trinidad and Tobago - a performing artist, composer,
musician, emcee and master of the art form of calypso for over 30 years.  He is regarded by many as an
extempo genius and ranks with the best in the arts.  His compositions are unique and very thought pro-
voking.  His ability to address the issues of the day in song, forces the public to always be on the lookout
for his new releases.  Tobago Crusoe’s passion for the art form of calypso music underscored his per-
formances with excellence and pride.

Judge Verne Hodge of the United States Virgin Island - - has for many years used the steel-
band as a way of reforming children at risk. Instead of fines and jail sentences, he has, as it were, “sen-
tenced/ordered” them into the pan yard. There, they learn life skills to assist their reform thereby making
themselves useful citizens of the Virgin Islands.

The Nominees for the 2011 
SUNSHINE Awards Hall of Fame are as follows:

The Nominees for the 23rd Annual 
SUNSHINE Awards contd.
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For

*School Field Trips

*Overnight Charters to Various Locations

*Day Trips To Anywhere You Desire

*Church Groups

*Senior Groups

*Family Reunions

*Shopping Trips to Many Shopping Malls/Outlets

*Airport Transfers to Any Hotel in the Tri-State Area

We Also Offer Bus Charters to Anywhere Over the United States of America!

Atlantic Travel and Tours Bus Company Inc. 
also specializes in additional services such as: 

Flight Packages, Cruise line packages 

Hotel Bookings, Flight Arrangements 

Vacation Packages and Entertaining Packages.

Need A Bus? Just Call.

Phone: (917) 754-0591  *  Fax: (718) 348-0121

IW_TOURS56@yahoo.com

Atlantic 
Travel & Tours
Bus Company Inc.
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New Release

AVAILABLE
NOW!

Orders can be placed at SunshineAwards.com
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